
DATA ANALYSIS (Based on 146 returned surveys) 

Holy Family Parish in Seymour, TN is comprised of a majority of parishioners who are age 55 or older and have 

been life long Catholics.  Almost everyone in the parish is of Caucasian ancestry.  Most of the people who took the survey 

and voiced opinions were also married.  Unfortunate only a little more than half attend Mass every Sunday, with only 

30% also attending Holy Days.  The parish seems to be split over the Latin Mass. 

When attending Mass, parishioners come for the Eucharist, homily and prayerful community, in that order.  It is 

encouraging to see that over 90% believe that the Eucharist IS the Body, Blood and Divinity of Jesus, with 80% also 

seeing it as the summit of their Catholic life.  Three quarters of Holy Family are aware of their baptismal call to reach out 

in faith to evangelize in their everyday lives.   

 About 60% of the respondents feel that the parish has groups & activities to make parishioners and newcomers 

feel welcome and involved.  And a similar number feel comfortable speaking their thoughts regarding their ideas and 

concerns.  Only a little over one third of people stated that the church doesn’t leave any group on the margins, with the 

homeless and the homebound most often left out.  Although 90% believe it is the church’s mission to receive and 

welcome WITH LOVE & RESPECT persons from anywhere, even from outside the US, there were multiple comments 

adding that they must do it in a LEGAL fashion! 

 Almost two-thirds believe that clericalism is an issue in the Catholic church, but only 25% feel that it is an issue 

here at Holy Family.  Only 30% feel that the sex-abuse issues were handled well, with over 60% feeling it was handled 

poorly.  Luckily however, it only hindered 10% from regularly practicing their Catholic faith.   

 Parishioners were very adamant about the role of the sexes in the church.  Although 60% of those surveyed were 

in favor of married men being ordained, many of the write in comments were in direct opposition to this fundamental 

change.  A majority were still in favor of females being ordained deacons, with several comments calling for not only 

female deacons but also female priests.   

 About 70% consider same-sex unions to contradict the nature of marriage.  An overwhelming majority at 83% 

believe God created sex to be enjoyed WITHIN the boundaries of a covenant relationship between ONE MAN & ONE 

WOMAN.  However, 88% believe that men & women with homosexual tendencies must be accepted with respect, 

compassion, and sensitivity. 

 The idea of married couples using contraception is supported by over 60% of Holy Family, with several 

comments stating as long as it prevents an egg from ever being fertilized.  And 70% believe that IVF should be allowed 

for couples needing such methods.  A whopping 90+% agree that the embryo is a person and that human life must be 

respected & protected from the moment of conception.  About ¾ of the parish agree that nothing & no one can permit the 

killing of an innocent human being at any age or in any condition.  However, there were several comments being added 

that pregnancies from rape should not have to be continued and that aiding the passing of terminally ill patients should be 

allowed.  Holy Family has mixed views about the death penalty being an acceptable form of punishment – some support 

it, some oppose it, and several others ONLY support it in specific situations. 

PARISHIONER COMMENTS TO OPEN ENDED QUESTIONS 

**“Believing that the Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of Christ, how can taking away the wine at Mass is to say that 

Christ's blood will not protect one from getting Covid. If Holy Water is blessed, why would it give one Covid. Where is 

our faith if we don't believe Christ will protect us in our own Sanctuary? This has shaken my faith in the Church. We have 

not been allowed to even have Mass in our Sanctuary. I believe Christ would not hurt us in any way from his body, blood, 

blessings, or any other promise he makes. Why would the Church allow society to make such a monumental change in our 

Church.” 

**“I understand the need for the church to be a world leader, but I do not think the church should insert itself in politics.” 

**“I feel that certain areas of the faith need to be looked at in a modern day approach. Contraceptive usage for health 

reasons or personal reasons I feel should be accepted. It may be detrimental to some individuals health such as death to 

the mother if they were to get pregnant. I feel preventing an embryo to form is more human than risking an individual life 

or the life of the embryo. I also feel that we should not discriminate against individuals who terminate their church based 

marriage when all avenues to preserve that union have been sought out. If the marriage is an unhealthy environment for 

the individuals involved or the ones that are directly affected by it such as the kids. I do believe individuals should not 

enter this union without proper guidance and thought, however, life circumstances change and NO ONE should be forced 

to stay in a relationship they feel scared in in order to remain in good standing within the eyes of the church.” 

**During recent political election, some priests and bishops were promoting a particular political party and questioning 

Catholics relationship with the church and with God, should they vote a certain way. I thought Pope Francis’ directive to 

bishops and priests was that they ought to refrain from actively engaging themselves in politics. 

**Women should have a larger role in the church. Although I do not feel that the church is elitist, I feel that women are 

viewed as having limitations. There are many arguments that prove women should be not only be ordained deacons, but 



priests. Consider that Mary Magdalene preached the word of Christ and preformed baptisms. Today, women lead in much 

of the workforce, and have become ministers in many other faiths. The reasons to keep the church lead by men has 

passed. Jesus was a man, but women followed him and became advocates of his word much like the apostles. In fact, 

many saints are women who spread the word of God and were martyred for it. 

**“Listening should not end with a survey or synod, but be part of the Church's nature.” 

**The universal catholic church has stood for over 2000 years. Don't give in to cultural and social pressures; stand firm on 

our long-standing beliefs and teachings of the Catholic Church. "On this rock I will build my church" 

**“Why aren’t you (Pope), and all the Cardinals and Bishops SCREAMING! about abortion?!” 

**“With the shortage of people seeking religious vocations, I believe it is time for the church to consider ordination of 

women who seek to serve. If the choice to augment current priest vocations were between celibate women and married 

men with families, I feel that the church may be better served by adding celibate women as priests rather than a married 

priest with children.” 

**“Just as in life some people are liberal and some conservative, some conservative Catholics prefer to celebrate Mass in 

the Latin Rite, which was the norm before Vatican II. Making this an issue within the Church is only dividing Catholics 

from Catholics.” 

**“The Church is against divorce. One CANNOT stay in an abusive marriage. It is unhealthy for anyone. I know. I came 

close to suicide because of it. I was unable to focus on my children. I got ZERO support from my church. And then, after I 

divorced, was told I couldn’t receive communion. Thanks! Women should be supported in these situations, NOT 

SHUNNED! What happened to classes for men and their role in marriage, and family, and commitment? This should be 

pushed worldwide! It is the fault of the Catholic Church that the destruction of the family has occurred. The Church does 

not respect women!” 

**“I believe Pope Francis is a breath of fresh air in our Church and is truly imitating Christ in that he is open to all of 

humanity and seeks to welcome everyone. He is the epitome of a modern day evangelist in the Catholic Church.” 

**“That abortion is both wrong in every way, shape, and form, and yet acceptable when a technology using the assistance 

of aborted cell lines in its production or development brings a good from a grave sin.  Never before had a wrong made a 

right in our faith. This is, I believe, flawed teaching not in line with Catholic doctrine and a complete depravity that Pope 

Francis is encouraging it.” 

**“The act of confession. I feel that if the priest is standing in for God for me to confess my sins then why can’t I take 

them to him directly? I understand there will be acts to abolish the sins, but could God not put that on my heart directly 

without a go between? I understand some people prefer to participate in confession the way that is taught, but I feel I 

shouldn’t be forced to participate in this capacity.” 

**“I feel priests should have the right to marry. I've known some good priests who left the priesthood and I wished they 

had continued. It seems unfair that an Episcopal priest who converts to Catholicism is allowed to remain a priest and a 

priest who is Catholic cannot marry.” 

**“It is beyond me how Vatican II brought about the significant changes to the Mass. Not only did the language change, 

but the form did too.  If the language had simply been adapted, it wouldn’t be so bad.  Stop trying to change the nature of 

the Catholic Church.” 

**“We need our traditions as Catholics, otherwise we can just be a part of any other Christian church.” 

**“The church needs to embrace & accept different traditions.  This includes full support & sanction for the Traditional 

Latin Mass.” 

**“I still have a hard time with the new teaching of the body of Jesus in your hand.  This is sacred and should be taught as 

such.” 

**“If the Church claims to ‘ONE’, how can holy days of obligation be so different in states/dioceses.  Something as 

serious as attendance under obligation of mortal sin should be UNIVERSAL and not changed by bishop’s whims!!!” 

**“We have changed over time AND held our traditions, I think THAT trait needs to continue!” 

**“I've been told by a Priest that 'God doesn't make junk' and if that is so, where do homosexuals fall? I believe a wanton 

disregard for scripture by choosing to be gay would be wrong, but those that don't choose and are made that way, what 

about them? What about some of the science that shows brains of homosexuals are different than heterosexuals, more 

similar to that of a sex-changing fish. I wish those people had a welcoming home in the church. I would think that a loving 

relationship between two people and respect for God would be better for all society.” 


